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Clearlng JEE will not

TOUGH TIMES Lower cut-offs mean more eligible students
but aggregate holds key to all-India rank and admission

Chetan Chauhan

& chetan@hindustantimes.com

DELHE More students will be
ligible for admission in the
dian Institutes of Technology
{IITs) in 2012, but this does not
hecessarily mean a guarantee
bf entry into the country’s pre-
fmer institutions,

The IIT-Delhi will announce
‘:he results of IIT-JEE 2012 on
Friday, and more than 25,000
students are expected to be eli-
gible for admission in the pre-
mier institutes, nearly double
of the number in 2011 (13, 600).
" Thisisbecause the IITs have
decided to lower the cut-off
marks for general students to
35%, compared to 47.7% in 2011
In addition to the aggregate, the
students are required to score
minimum marks in physics,

ths and chemistry to be eli-
ible for the all-India rank.

GB Reddy, chairman of JEE
2012, explained the aggregates
were announced well in advance
Lo help students prepare for the
examination. “The aggregate is
the bottom-line of the rank,” he
fold HT, refusing to disclose the
humber of students who will
make it to all-India rank.

MAY 18 )
Exam results to be announced

« 5,07 lakh aspirants
appeared for the test on
April 8

~ #1,69 lakh of the candi-
dates were girls

» There were as many as
1,067 exam centres across
the country

Having more students on the
eligibility list will enable ITTs to
call more students for coun-
selling, While two students will
be called for each general cate-
gory seat, it will be up to three
in the case of reserved seats.

Even HRD minister Kapil
Sibal had stressed ¢n making
admissions to premier institu-
tions — IITs and TIMs — more
inclusive. According to an offi-
cial, abigger basket of students
will help the institutes widen
their scope of absorption with-
out compromising on quality.

However, the higher number
of eligible students is not a rea-
son for cheer. “The number of
seats in II'Ts will be the same. So,

IIT-JEE 2012: FACTS AND FIGURES

TO APPEAR ON THE
RANK LIST:

» General category students
have to get a minimum
aggregate score of 35%, and
at least 10% in individual
sections

m OBC students have to get
31.5% in the overall score,
and at least 9% in mdividual
sections.

the number of students to be
called will be same as last year,”
said IIT Kharagpur professor
Rajiv Kumar, whose PIL in the
SC had pushed the ITTs to open
up. Only short-listed candidates,
wheo pay the initial admission fee
of 40,000 (for general catego-
ry) and 320,000 (for OBCs), are
eligible for counselling.

Once the counselling process
is over, the student has to take
the course offered or forfeit the
admission fee, resulting in seats
at “not-so-preferred II'T cours-
es” to remain vacant, “There is
no option to withdraw,” Kumar
said, suggesting that II'Ts should
provide an option of refund like
other technical institutes.

IIT MAKES UP FOR
QUESTION GOOF-UP

Vanita Srivastava

= vanita shrivastava®hindustantimas.com

NEW DELHI; Just one day before
announcing the results, IIT has
admitted a mistake in the
answer sheet put on its website,

IIT had marked AD as cor-
rect answer to the multiple
choice question No 35 of paper
IT of Physical Chemistry. There
were several complaints on this
particular answer and finally
after deliberating 1T has decid-
ed to give 4 marks to all those
who have given ACD as their
choice for answer. “Yes, we have
given four marks to all those
who have given ACD as the cor-
rect answer to that question,”
said GB Reddy, Organising
Chairperson of JEE 2012,

RN Singh, senior professor
of Physical Chemistry,
Department of Chemistry, BHU,
had contended that the answer
given for that question was not
correct, IIT has for the first time
put the answer sheets on its
website. Many complaints of
errors in answers and ambigu-
ity in questions had poured after
that.



Pioneer ND 18-May-12

Page 2 of 12

P7

Students in a fix over low
pre-tixed [[T-JEE cutoff

MOUSHUM! BASU B NEW DELHi

he much-awaited IIT-JEE

results to be announced on
Friday may disillusion many
due to pre-fixed low aggregate
cut off at 35%. This will enable
thousands of students to score
qualifying marks but with seats
remaining the same — not all
qualified candidates will find
place in the ITTs.

Further, students who may
get admission offer from the
institute and be tempted to
deposit registration fee of
340,000 may find themselves
“trapped” with programme of
study figuring low in their
preference list,

As per the admission coun-
seling schedule available, there
is no exit policy by which a stu-
dent can surrender the allo-
cated seat. In absence of any
exit policy in I1T admission --
- such students who may want
to opt out of IIT are caught in
a fix. With the payment of reg-
istration fee they are deemed

admitted in the institute with-
out actually availing the seat,

Such a candidate is neither
refunded the money nor is he
allowed to appear again in JEE
nextyear. In a sheer wastage of
scarce academic resources in
the country the seat too is not

assed on to the next set of wait
isted candidates.

In sharp contrast the
Central Counseling Board
(CCB) the largest admission
counseling for engineering
admission based on, AIEEE

‘results under. Ministry of

Human Resources Develo-
pment allows students to can-
cel their admission at any stage,

They are also entitled to
reclaim a major part of the fee
and the seat is offered to wait
listed students. “It is strange to
note how JEE and AIEEE both
wings of the same MHRD have
such contrasting admission
policies,” opined a parent of a
candidate who opted out of
admission in IIT Madras last
year and was not allowed to take

" Pegge

the second chance in JEE 2012,

The expecting candidates
pointed out that the aggregate
cutoff, in JEE 2012, is tgurted at
35% which is 141 out of 401 for
General candidates, Last year,
the aggregate cutoff was
at 47.7%, which was
229 out of 480 for general can-
didates, in JEE ?01 1. HT
declared 13,600 candidates as
qualified in JEE 2011 for 9,600
candidates,

But this year due to signif-
icantly lower aggregate cutoffs
of JEE 2012, there will be
abové- 25,000 students who
will qualify JEE 2012 and get
All India Ranking. However,
the total number of seats in all
16 IITs (including ISMU
Dhanbad) is almost the same,
which is about 10,000.

Hence one should not get
too elated to see that {(s)he has
qualified in IIT-JEE. However,
such a candidate can take
admission in other institutes
who consider JEE rank for
their admissions.
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Students anxious
about JEE results

Staff Reporter

CHENNAL Even as sludents
prepare for the Joint En-
trance Exam (JEE) results
that are scheduled to be de-
clared on Friday, the an-
swer keys uploaded by the
indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Delhi recently, have
caused alot of anxiely.

The examinastion was
conducted on April 8, and
the answer keys to the gues-
tion papers were declared
after the evaluation of all
the optical response sheets.

Thescrutiny of thesheets
has revealed that two gues-
tHons were wrong and two
more guestions in the Phys-
ics paper had more than one
correcl answer,

The candidates, however,
will be not be penalised for
the error and out of the four
guestions, the wrong ones
will carry zero marks while
the students will not be giv-
en negative marking for the
remaining two.

“The concern is the
amount of lime a student
wagles on a guestion that is
wrong or has mualtiple cor-
rect answers., Every mark
mallers a lot in the JEE be-
cause il can be the deciding
mark,” R Shekhar, a phys-
ics teacher in a private
school in the city, said.

Students who took the
test say they did find the
guestions confusing, partic-
wlarly the physics ones.

“I spent a long time on
the physics ¢uestion be-
cause it could be interprel-

Two questions were
wrong and two
more questions in
the Physics paper
had more than one
correct answer

ed in two ways lo gel two
answers, and both were giv-
en as options, I skipped it
later because I did not want
to lose marks for marking
the wrong answer,” said R.
Chandraprakash, a student
wheo took JEE 2012,

A semior II'T-Madras pro-
fessor said the errors hap-
pened as guesltions papers
cannot be peer reviewed in
order to maintain secrecy,
and cannol even be trans-
ferred online for scrutiny
before the exam, due to se-
curity reasons.

Such errors are not an
uncommean feature in the
JEEs, but the institules
have alwavs tried lo com-
pensate for them by award-
ing marks to the students,
said R, Rajan, Student Men-
tor, FIIT- JEE.

The total marks have
come down now, so thiswill
affect the caleulations of
the students, he added. Last
yvear, 12 free marks were
awarded to students for er-
roneous gquestions,

Candidates will gel to
know their All India Ranks
{AIR) / Category ranks on
the IIT-JEE 2012 websites
/ SMS /IVRS on or alter
May 18, 2012.
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topper scores 385 out of 401

Less than 10 candidates’ scores recalculated

MUMBAI: The top score this year at the Joint Entrance Exam ( ) for admission to the Indian of
is 385 out of 401 marks. results were announced at midnight on Friday. Chairperson of the
office at confirmed the top score but declined to say anything further until the results were officially
announced.

Unconfirmed claims stated that the topper was from Delhi and the highest scoring candidate from
Maharashtra was sixth on the all India merit , and that the candidate is from Mumbai.

This time less than 10 candidates’ scores had to be recalculated following applications for reviewing . This is
the second year that the uploaded candidates’ Optical Response Sheets (ORS) online before the official
announcement of merit on Friday, to allow students to see if there had been any errors in the reading and
tabulation of their scores.

Candidates could apply for rechecking between May 5 and May 10, with less than 100 candidates applying
for this facility but only around six or eight genuine cases of errors, said officials. Nearly five lakh candidates
appeared for the this year.

"This is a very small number given how many appear for the exam,” said AV Mahajan, chairperson of the

office at IITBombay. “For the few genuine cases there were some errors in the machine reading because
they had erased the answer first.”

The had earlier admitted to two errors in the paper when the answer kevs were uploaded online, for
which they granted no marks to any student for the two questions totally worth seven marks. The total number
of marks fell, as a result from 408 to 401. As for two other questions that candidates later complained were
ambiguous, officials granted marks to students accounting for both possible answers to the contentious
questions. “Since there were different interpretations of the same problem both possibilities were allowed,” said
Mahajan.

Last year the decided to make answer sheets available to students online in a bid for greater
transparency and to give students a chance to air their complaints.
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weightage to
school exams

ApiTe TANDON/TNS

New Decki, May 16

The government’s proposed
common engineering test
2013 for admission of stu-
dents to centrally funded
technical institates has hita
virteal roadblock, with fac-
alties of premier UTs reject-
ing it in its present form.

The senates (faculty bodies)
of six out of seven old Indian
Institutes of Technology have
put their foot down so far as
treating the proposed exam as
an admission test to premier
institutes is concerned,

In their representation to
HRID Minister Kapil Sibal,
Senates of all ITTs - Bombay,
Madras, Kanpuar, Kharagpur,
Delhi and Roorkee (with the
exception of Guwahati) have
categorically said school
board exam performance
"will not to be used for the
preparation of the final merit
listin respect of admission to
ITTs and HTs will prepare
this final list on the basis of
an HT advanced test.”

A majority of the profes-
sors in the HT system have
resolved that the current
practice of admissions to the
undergraduate program to
the IITs (through HTJEE)
should continue unchanged
for 2013 and the national
screening test should be held
only from 2014,

{IT faculty has however
red-flagged akey element of
the proposed common
national exam - admission of
students to central technical
institutes including II'Ts on
the basis of this test whose
merit list would be prepared
after factoring in the school
board marks and results ol an
objective type aptitude test.
{IT teachers say they would
select the top students from
the national screening and
subject them to an TIT
acdvanced subjective type test
to prepare their final merit
list for admission to the pre-
mier institutes (eight new
ones have been added in the
recent past),

In their statement to Sibal,
the senates have said, "From
2014 onwards, the national
entrance fest be used as a
screening test for the purpose
of admissions to undergrad-
uate programmes to II'Ts,
From the national screening
test, a fixed number of can-
didates (about 50,000) will
be chosen who will become
eligible toc appear in the
advanced test to be conduct-
ed by the IITs." This practi-
cally puts HTs out of the
purview of the test.

s say the merit Hst of
advanced test would not fac-
tor in board exam marks and
structure would be prepared
in due course.
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The decline and

In a technology-driven world, the role of
engineer has become less important

ngineering is today the

choice of profession for the

mediocre. I heard this
disconcerting statement in the last
month from three successful
technologists. All three have
another thing in common: they
have children who have chosen 1o
study humanities, not engineering.

A disclaimer is in order: I have
an engineering degree, but having
done very poorly, never chanced
my luck at any engineering job.

In the 1970s and 1980s, any

iddle-class child doing well in
school was expected to become a
doctor or an engineer or a
chartered accountant. In a stifling
economic environment, the only
passport to a better life for a
middle-class youth seemed to be
one of these professions. In fact,
there was widespread prejudice
that a boy who chose humanities
(what a girl studied did not matter)
was doing so because he was not
“good enough” for engineering.

As an interviewing board
member of a foundation that offers
scholarships to 1ITians for studies
in the US and as a frequent invitee
to various IITs, I've interacted with
scores of [IT students in the past
decade. An overwhelming number
say that they hate engineering and
can’t wait to get an MBA. This, as
opposed to the 50% of all IITians of
the 1970s and 1980s who went off
to get a PhD in the US, many of
whom might not have been
particularly interested in
engineering. Today, the 10% of
IITians who go to the US do so
because they seriously want to

. pursue research. .

Meanwhile, larger numbers of
18-year-olds than ever before abe
enrolling for humanities, liberal
arts and design degrees.

The reasons are several.
Beginning in the 1980s, the
balance of power in the Indian
corporate world shifted
emphatically from engineers to
MBAs. In pure engineering jobs,

computer-aided design (CAD) and
computer-aided manufacturing
{CAM) software have almost
entirely replaced a vast amount of
manual engineering skills-based
work, Large engineering design
sheets over which brilliant
structural engineers pored with
geometrical instruments and
calculator in hand, working out
stress, strain, torsion, are history.
As long as the data you input is
correct and the objectives clear,
the computer quickly spews out a
perfectly valid design. Now when
you build a bridge, human
ingenuity is required more in the
“design” (the locks) rather than the
“engineering design”.

Of course, CAD and CAM
softwares—or software for chip
design and delicate medical
instruments—are created by
engineers, but they work in the
softwage equivalent of industrial
age factories. The architect of the
software cathedral is, of course, an
excellent engineer, but the rest of
his team are skilled stonemasons
working on a plan delivered to
them and supervised by foremen,
the whole works no different in
essence from the conveyor belts on
which Charlie Chaplin worked in
Modern Times. Yes, every
innovation comes from a brilliant
engineering brain, but making it a
reality is just laborious
non-creative coding. Compared
with even two decades ago, world
business needs much fewer top
engineering minds, but much
larger masses of eséemially
blue-collar engineers.

For proof, you only need to
check the average starting salary of
a software engineer minted in one
of the hundreds of B or C grade
engineering colleges that dot India.

Apple, which briefly became the
most valuable company in the
world, is hardly an engineering
company. Its success is based on a
dazzling design sense and superb
marketing—essentially being able

P31
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fall of engineers

THINKSTOCK

e —

to wrap itself in an inviolable aura
of “cool”,

Today, the excitement in global
business is driven by ideas more
than technological acumen, where
advances are only incremental.
Even the focus in the world’s most
visible engineering-based
industries—the telecom-IT mixed
breeds—has shifted to the human
technology interface from what lies
inside the devices—an area where
behavioural scientists and graphic
designers play a larger role than
engineers, who merely implement.

And while engineers as a class
have descended down the
“essential to success” scale, other
professions have risen. In India, in
the last two decades, dozens of
well-paying—and newly
respectable (let's not forget our
middle-class mentality) —career
paths have jostled their way to the
front and flourished. The makers
of 3 Idiots revealed a laughable
ignorance when they implied that
the Madhavan character, as a
wildlife photographer, would
definitely earn less than his

engineering classmates.

Liberalization has also wrought a
tectonic psychological shift. The
generation that graduated in the
1980s and has been the biggest
beneficiary of economic reforms,
has given its children far more
freedom than their parents did,
when it comes to choosing careers.
We understand the concept of
“choice” far better, having
experienced a caged-in economy.

When my engineer friends say
that engineering has now become
a profession for the mediocre, they
are certainly not correct. But what
is true is that, one, the world
attaches top value today only to
brilliant engineers and not to the
profession as a whole; and two, a
very large number of Indian
parents are ready to back their
children’s passions and interests,
rather than force-feed them into a
limited idea of success defined in
terms that should have been dead
and buried a long time ago.

Comments are welcome
at theirview@livemint.com



Tops survey
on univs

for second
yrinarow

By Mail Today Bureau
In New Delhi

ELHI Univers-

ity (DU) has
maintained its

numero uno

status for the

" second year in

a row in the India Today
AC-Nielsen Best Universi-
ties Survey. It is followed
by Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity (BHU), the University
of Calcutta, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
and Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU).

The survey, which has
emerged as the gold standard
for students and parents
across the country, ranks 50
best universities and, for the
first time, also lists the first
five fastest risers in the rank-
ings and five biggest losers.

The results have only been
arrived at using the rigour of
extensive fieldwork and statis-
tics combining subjective crite-
ria (perception of top academics
from abroad) and objective cri-
teria such as teacher-student
ratio and courses offered.

The biggest surprise in the sur-
vey is AMU’s entry into the top
five. Last year, the university
occupied the eteventh spot.

In the past, the institution had
made headlines for violence on
campus, but now AMU seems to
be turning a new leaf. Though its
rise can be partially explained by
the fact that some institutions
such as Pune, Bangalore and
Mumbai University could not
submit the necessary data for
the survey on time because of
their own constraints, this devel-
ogment can also be viewed as
the institution’s attempt to
regain some of its past glory.

The survey, however, has its
share of constants, too. DU, for
instance, has not budged from
its top ranking position since
last year. And the new vice-
chancellor Dinesh Sin§h is only
helping the institution keep
pace with the Capital it is situ-
ated in.

At the heart of the university’s
transformation is the concept of
ameta-college which will revolu-
tionise the existing course struc-
ture. Under a meta-college, a
student can design his own
course by mixing and matching
papers offered at different col-
leges affiliated to DU,

Coming in a close second,
BHU is also undergoing a revo-
lution of sorts. The biggest
feather in its cap is the upgra-
dation of its institution of tech-

Mail Today ND 18/05/2012
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LEADING THE CHART: Delhl University vice-chancellor Dinesh Singh with his students after the unlversity aced the survey this_ yea;i

KOs
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INDIA TODAY partnered with The Nlelsen
Company to determine Indla’s top univer-
sitles In the arts, sclence and commerce
streams. Only universities that offer post-
graduate courses in arts, science and
commerce were considered.

Institutions which speclallse in only one
area such as the IITs, AlIMS or NITs were
not included in the survey.

To determine the ranks, a formula based
on a perception score and an objective
score was evolved.

First, In-depth Interviews were con-
ducted with experts to ratify the parame-
ters on which universities were Judged.

Next, after Intensive desk research, a list
of more than 160 universitles was drawn
up and 337 experts were asked to distrlb-
ute 100 points across listed parameters.
The unlversitles were then ranked based
on thelr overall perceptual scores and
the list/shortened to 75 universities.
Ofthese, 50 shared the factual data on
Infrastructure, placements, academic
Input, research and publication, as well as
faculty. To get the overall score, a welgh-
tage of 50 per cent was applied to the
overall perceptual score and 50 per cent to
overall factual scores. After assigning these
welghts, the score was indexed to 100.

ﬁ Dethi University,
Delhi
Banaras Hindu

University, Varanasi

University of
Calcutta, Kolkata

Jawahar{al Nehru
Unlverslty, Delhi

Allgarh Musiim
University, Aligarh

nology into the country’s six-
teenth IIT. The vice-chancellor
of the university has submitted
a plan of 1,000 crore to the
Planning Commission to set up
a centre of translational
research that will bring together
IT experts, biotechnologists,
agriculturists and social scien-
tists to contribute to the devel-
opment of different sectors.
Like BHU, Calcutta University
has moved a notch up this year.
Qcceupying the third position,
the university stands head and
shoulders above the rest as its
faculty is leading the innovation

charge. Sample this: the faculty
members of science and technol-
0gy departments have applied
for 28 patents out of which 14
have been approved.

JNU, as the fourth best varsity
in the country, meanwhile has

been sucecessful in sustaining its
unique academic culture. Every

year new facilities are intro-
duced to enrich the student
experience and in 2011 the uni-
versity added centres for media
research, census and inclusion
and exclusion.

The top five ranking may not
have had too many changes this
year, but there are universities
that are slowly but surely emu-
lating the example of the best
institutions. Apart from AMU,
Gauhati University, Ranchi Uni-
versity, North Eastern Hill Uni-
versity and Mangalore Univer-
sity make the list of the first five
fastest risers this year.

6 Osmanla University,
Hyderabad

University of
Madras, Chennal

Unlversity of
WY Allahabad, Allahabad

gUnlversIty of Hyder-
/ abad, Hyderabad

ﬂ Jamla Millia
Islamla, Delhi
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MPs oppose curbs on internet;™
Sibal pronnses discussions

MNew Delhi: With D-IPsmlsmg
COnCcerns over open-ended in-
terpretations of  restrictive
terms in the rules sseking to
regulate social media and in-
ternet, the govermment prom-
ised to evolve a consensus on
pointsof contention,

Telecom  minister Kapil
Sibals assurance came at the
end of an engrossing debate in
Rajya Sabha om a motion
moved by CPM MP P Rajeeve
who =aid the rules violate free.
dom of expression.

He found support from
leader of opposition ArundJait-
ley who picked several exam-
ples to point out that terms or
descriptions like “harmful™,
“blasphemous” and “defama-
tory™ did not lend themsealves
toprecize legal definitfions.

Jaitley said what the gov-
ernment may find defamatory
maynot besseninsimilar light
by itscritics,
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He alzo pointed tothe diffi-
cultiesof controllingtechnolo-
oy andaslked if it wasdesirable
todoso,

Assuring MPs who sought
theannulment of *‘rules*which
are aimed at regulating inter-
net content, Sibal said, “My as
surance to the House is that
will request the MPs to write
letters to me objecting to any
specific words, ITwill thencalla
meeting of the members as
well as the industry and all
stalkeholders. We will have a

dizcussion and whatever con-
sEnE1s emerges, we will imple-
ment it.”

The move to have rules
flows from the government's
annoyance with what it seesas
disrespectfill comments about
Congress leaders, It had sug-
gested prescreening of con-
terit which I8Ps were reluctant
to considen The motion for an-
milling the Information Tech-
nology (mtermediaries Guide-
lines) Rules notified in April
2011 was, however, defeated by
a wolce vote, Justifving the
rules, the minister said these
aresensitive iss1es’ a8 mostin-
fernet companies were regis-
tered abroad and not subjected
to Indian laws,

TOT was first to report
ahout the new rules that put a
lot of the onus on intermedi-
arieslike internet service pro-
viders, FB and Twitter, to man-
age and monitor content

produced by their users. Web
activists believe the IT rules
are open to arbitrary interpre-
tation andecan be misused to si-
lence freedom of speech.,

Google, which participated
inthe public consultative proec-
ess  before the rules were
framexd, had said, “If Internet
platforme are held hable for
third party content, it'l1 lead to
self-censorship  and  reduce
free flowof information.”

Moving the motion, Ha-
Jeswve said, “1 am not against
any regulation on internet but
[ am against any control on in-
ternet... In control, there is no
freedom... Thesarules attempt
to control internet and curtail
the freedom of expression.”

MPs felt the government
should consider a regime
where offensive content can be
removed mmediately afterbe-
ing posted rather than frying
tosieve it out. s
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Copyright
amendment
Bill gets nod

MNew Dielhi: The Rajyva Sabha
on ‘Thursday approved the
Copyright Amendment Bill
which seels to remove oper-
ational difficulties and ad-
dress newer issues related to
the digital world and world-
wide web, The Bill could,
however, be passed with the
government dropping a pro-
vision of giving rovalty tothe
principal directorof a film.
The Bill, moved by HRD
minister Kapil Sibal, also
seelis to bring Indian laws
originally enacted in 1957 in
conformity with internation-
al norms and World Intellec-
tual Property Organization.
Replyingtothe debate, Sib-
al said a clause with a prowi-
sion of giving royvalty to the
principal director of a film
hasz been dropped in keeping
withthe Parliament ary stand-
g committes’ssugoestion.
Initiating the discussion,
Iyricist Javed Akhtar com-
plained companies have sway
over songs and the writers
and singers do not get much
from the commercially “Mu-
sic company dictates terms to
even musicians like A R Rah-
manand cthers,” he said. T



